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Cl ass Specifications
for the O ass:

RESEARCH VESSEL OPERATOR

Duti es Summary:

Qperates and naintains notorized vessels in support of
scientific research and training in protected waters and up to
approximately 35 mles fromshore; and perforns other rel ated
duties as assigned.

Di stingui shing Characteristics:

A position in this class is responsible for the safe
operation and proper mnai ntenance of notorized vessels, including
t hose approximately 40 feet in length, used in scientific research
or training during the day and also at night. A high |evel of
navi gational skill is required since expeditions occasionally
requi re navigati ng beyond visual contact of |and and operation at
ni ght often requires the use of radar and depth recorder to safely
navi gate near the shoreline.

A position in this class makes decisions related to personnel
and vessel safety when underway or on station, including deciding
whet her to cancel an expedition based on safety considerations.

When the vessel is underway or on station, exercises contro
over one to three crew nenbers, including research nenbers, on
activities related to boating safety such as the proper |oading
and storage of equi pnent and materials. Al so |eads others,

i ncludi ng student workers, in the cleaning, scraping/painting and
ot her routine mai ntenance of vessels.

Exanpl es of Duti es:

Qperates a notorized vessel in both protected and of f-shore
waters; plots course and position using navigational aids such as
charts, sextant, radar, loran, radio directional finder (RDF), and
dept h recorders; acquires appropriate know edge to facilitate in-
shore activities; navigates a vessel engaged in benthic or pelagic
traw ing, trolling, plankton and water sanpling, and dredge
sanpl i ng; supervi ses working crew aboard vessel and nakes all
decisions relating to personnel and vessel safety when underway or
on station; communicates with research party chief regarding
operations and requirenents; constructs and repairs research
sanmpling gear; works with supervisor to establish maintenance
schedul es for all vessels operated by agency; perforns routine
mai nt enance on nmari ne engi ne and boat equi pnent such as changi ng
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oil and filters, lubricating and greasing, and performng routine
repairs of water punps, steering gear and deck gear; inspects
vessel s to ensure safe operation and proper naintenance;

supervi ses and participates in cleaning and painting vessels;

mai ntai ns records concerning vessel operations and safety

equi pnent service requirenments and insures that all safety

equi pnment are in usable condition; conducts orientation classes
for students and faculty in the safe use of outboard vessels;

assi sts mai nt enance nechanics in the routine servicing of snal
boats, including hull repair and m nor engi ne mai ntenance; repairs
tanks, pier and dock facilities; may perform emergency repairs of
vessel while out at sea; may provide first aid treatnment in case
of emergency.

Know edge and Abilities Required:

Know edge of: Maritinme rules of the road; navigational aids
used to plot course and position of vessels; vessel safety
procedures relating to personnel, equi pnent and operation;
currents, w nd, wave and hazardous conditions characteristic of
boating in Hawaiian waters; boat and engi ne mai nt enance
requi rements and repair practices and techni ques; use of tools
comonly used in the repair and mai ntenance of boats; nechanica
and el ectro-nmechani cal devices related to boats; and proper boat
handl i ng techni ques.

Ability to: Plot course and position of vessel; use
navi gati onal aids such as charts, sextant, radar, communications
radio, loran, radio directional finder, and depth recorder; see
di stant objects, distinguish basic colors, and see well at night;
| ead the work of others; learn and properly execute research
sanmpl i ng techni ques; construct and repair sanpling gear; sw m
l[ift and carry up to 50 I bs.; determ ne appropriate vessel and
supplies required for activities involved; and conmuni cate
effectively orally and in witing.
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